BATTLEGROUND, BASTION, OR BUFFER

Whether that will happen, whether in fact these proposals will
be carried through without British participation, if the British
do not wish it, remains to be seen.

So the problem of integrating western Germany into western
Europe and making it a part of this bastion we hope we are
building in western Europe lies, first, in the problem of con-
trolled areas and, second, in the relationship of the French and
the British to Germany. But it lies also in the general security
problem of Germany as an area of Europe, and this is a problem
which we have sort of skirted around in the past; but it is a
very real one in the minds of Germans and a very real one in the
minds, I think, of all Europeans. If we tell a German that we
are prepared to defend Europe at the Rhine, he will of course
point out to us that he is in front of the Rhine, and he will ask
what is to happen to him, just as a Frenchman, should we say
that we are prepared to defend Europe at the Channel or at the
Pyrenees, will point out that this leaves him out; and he wants
to know what happens to Paris and specifically what happens
to him and his ship and his family and all the rest of it* And,
we might add, this is a perfectly reasonable question.

So far we have not been willing to give the security guaranties
required to permit a disarmed Germany to feel secure, nor have
we been willing to permit the Germans themselves to arm and
to provide a measure of security for themselves. We have, in a
sense, a temporary answer to this problem by the presence of
Allied occupation troops in the German area and by the ex-
tension to them of the provisions of the North Atlantic Treaty.
But the defense offered by such troops is necessarily a token
defense, and a defense, we might say, in the future rather than
in the present. It is simply, if you will, an earnest of good faith*
Now whether or not this will be an adequate security guaranty
to the Germans, I rather doubt. I think that they will take the
view, and indeed have taken the view, that an arrangement of
this sort is fine for their future liberation, as the French or any
other occupied country would point out, but does not do them
much good at the moment of actual invasion.

I do think that one of these problems in these next months
and years with respect to actually integrating Germany into a